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ARUNDHUTI DASGUPTA

Thestoryof India is
complicatedand
messy; its
civilisationalhistory
stretchesacrossa
cavernousand
labyrinthine
landscapeand
stumbles throughan
assortedmixof
cultures thatareas
different fromeach

otheras light fromdark.Thepeoplewho
claimedthis landastheirownhave
createdamedleyofgeneticandcultural
groupsandtheirstory, liketherivers that
drewthemtotheregionintheearlydays
ofhumansettlement, flowsfrom
countlesssourcesandcarries the
imprintofmultiple influences.

Howandwheredoesonebeginto
understandthishistory?

Inthe100-oddessays in TheIndians:
HistoriesofaCivilisation, expertsacross
disciplinespicktheirwaythroughthis
question.Historians,geologists,
political scientists, linguistsandahost
ofwriters fromvariousdisciplinesopen
upthepast,usingthemultiple toolsat
theirdisposal inremarkably innovative
ways.Be it reportsanddataonclimate
change,geologicalandgeneticevidence,
migrationstudies, linguistic researchor
archivalmaterialabout India’scolonial
history, theessayists inthebookwalk
theserpentinepathwaysof thepast in
theirsearchforcredibleanswers.

Thecollectionofessayshasbeen
editedbyGaneshDevy,TonyJosephand
RaviKorisettar.Devy,whoseworkwith
thedenotifiedtribesof Indiaandthe
largest-eversurveyof languages in
history iswellknown,embarkedonthis
projectbecausehewashorrifiedat the
polarisationofalldebatesonIndia’spast
andthehatredspewedagainst its
traditionsofdiversityandreligious
pluralism.Hewrites intheintroductory
essaythat thisbookwaswrittento
combatthemisinformationthathas
beenseededintopresent-day
discussionsaboutIndia’spast.

ForDevyandhis felloweditors, the
inability toengagecriticallywiththe
past isspreadinganepidemicof
disinformation.Andithasreducedwhat
isanotherwiserich, layerednarrativeof
thepeopleof theregionintoa
unidimensionalaccountthatparcels the
ancientworld intoneatbinariesof race,
superiorityandpatriotism.Thebook
wasbornoutofacontestation,Devy
writes,betweenthescientificviewof
historyandtheideologicallycharged
attemptstodistort thehistoryofSouth

Asia. It is important,undersuch
conditions, topresentameaningful
counternarrative.

Onesuchessayinthebookisbythe
lateRajeshKochhar,anastrophysicist
whohasworkedextensivelyontheVedic
civilisationontheriverSarasvati.He
traces thevariouspossibleroutes that
therivercouldhavetakenintheancient
worldand,usingdiversesources,drills
downtothepotentialgeographical
terrain itonce inhabited.Kochhar’s
remarkableeyefordetailandability to
makemeasuredarguments,without
ridiculingthosewhomaydisagreewith
him, isa lessononhowsuchstudies
shouldbecarriedout.

TheessaybyTonyJosephon
migratorypatterns isanother
fascinatingread. It takesreadersbeyond
theusual, reductiveargumentsabout
invadersandoriginal
residentsandhelps
understandwhatthe
authorterms“the
metaphorof theIndian
demographicpizza”.Free
fromtheusual jargon, it
setsout thearguments
simply,without
exaggerationor
sensationalism.

Thebookalso
highlightsmanybiases
thatmarresearchonthe
region’spoliticaland
culturalpast.For
example,anessayby
urbanhistorianNarayani
Guptachallengestheway
inwhichhistoriansand
archaeologistshave
exploredtheideaofcities.
UnliketheGreekpolisor
city, there isvery little
understandingabout
urbansettlements inthis
cornerof theworld.

Theoversightcouldbedeliberateor
becausearchaeologistshavebeenmore
focusedonfieldworkthantextual
researchinthisregion,orboth.Gupta
pointsout thatevidencefor the“city” is
scatteredinmultipleprimaryand
secondarynarratives.Fromthegrama
of theVedastothenagara thatPanini
wroteaboutandtherajdhanisof later
literature, there isa lot thatscholarsof
urbanisationcandrawuponintheir
studiesof theregion.

Otheressaysoffera freshtwist to
familiararguments.Theideathat
climatechangewasresponsible for the
riseandfallofcivilisations inthisregion,
for instance,maybeanoldone.But the
essaysonthesubject—oneonclimate
variablesbybioarchaeologistGwen

RobbinsSchugandanotheronweather
patterns,bygeneticarchaeologist
SridharVajapey—addperspectiveto
knowledgeaboutthe inherent fragility
ofhumanexistence.

Thewell-knownhistorianVinayLal,
intheafterwordtothebook,writesabout
thepoliticsofhistoryinIndiaandhow
weareclosetodemolishingthe
civilisationalethosthathasbeen
developedoverthousandsofyears.The
ideaofthenation-state,Lalwrites,“has
beenthemostpotentofpoisonsthat
Europehassharedwiththeworld,not
leastofall India”.Hearguesthatthe
nation-stateabhorsdiversity. Ithas
alwaysbeenbirthedinviolence,by
forciblysuppressingoralienatingpeople
opposedtotheideaofbeingdefinedbya
singlelanguage,religion,orcolour.

Whenthepast isheldransomtothe
ideologicalprinciplesof
onepoliticalparty,or
stowedawayinsidethe
boxofpatriotismand
national interest, it
destroystheessenceof
beingIndian.Lal’sessays
demonstrate thepower
thatwell-researchedand
energeticallyargued
ideascanwield inaworld
thathasdevelopeda
growingdistaste for
complexity.

Notallessayshit the
perfectpitch.Somefail
toconvert thenoveltyof
the ideasbeingexplored
intoacogentlyargued
pieceofwritingand
someget tangledinthe
circuitouswheelsof their
ownreasoning.Thebook
wouldhavealso
benefitedfromamore
diligent languageeditor.

Nameshavebeenmisspeltandthere is
noconsistencyinthespellingusedfor
commonwords—onewordisspelt in
fourdifferentwayswithinthespanofa
page.Also, theformalacademicstyle
employedbysomeessayistsneeded
rewriting.Themultiplicityofvoicesalso
seemscacophonousat times.

Thisdoesnot takeawayfromthe
monumentaleffort that theteamthat
conceptualisedthebookhas
undertaken.Apart fromproviding
readerswithanabundanceof ideas, they
havehelpedrecreatetheexperienceof
ancient townsquares,wheredebateand
dissentwereusedtofurtherarguments
andnotasreasonsfor incarceration.
Evenif thebookestablishesthe
importanceofsuchspaces, itwouldhave
serveditspurpose.

RethinkingIndia’spast
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Aiims-like institute for
animals in Delhi on cards
AIIVSwouldbeacentrefornationalimportanceinveterinarysciencesandresearch
SANJEEB MUKHERJEE
New Delhi, 8 September

I n a major development, the Centre,
for the first time, has initiated a draft
proposal for setting up an All India

Institute of Medical Sciences (Aiims)-like
instituteofnational importanceforanimal
health,educationandresearchinDelhi to
be called the All India Institute of
Veterinary Sciences (AIIVS).

The institute will also have a 200-500
seater ultra-modern super specialty
hospital attached to it for providing out-
patient and in-patient medical facilities
to animals.

According to the draft proposal, the
premier institutewould also be equipped
with advanced diagnostic and teaching
facilities forunder-graduateveterinarians.
It would have innovation and research
facilities for post-graduate and Phd
scholars under one single roof.

Land for the institute is being searched
for around the National Capital Region
(NCR). Just likeAiims,AIIVSwouldalsobe
an apex veterinary referral hospital in
India.Thehospitalwillhavedepartmentsfor
the treatment of companion animals, farm
animals, equines, wildlife and exotic pets.

The hospital will have hi-tech depart-
ments in surgery, ophthalmology,
orthopedics, anesthesia, soft-tissue cul-
ture, neuter-surgery, oncology and cardi-
ology, amongothers.

AIIVS will also act as a think-tank for
policy research andadvocacy.

It would be a centre of excellence for
animal pandemic preparedness with the
‘OneHealthApproach’oftheWorldHealth
Organization (WHO).

Sources said the draft proposal for the
AIIVShas beenmooted by theVeterinary
Council of India (VCI). It would now be
placed for formal approval before the
Union Cabinet, after which its total cost,
fundingandotherrequirementswouldbe
formalised.

TheVCI isastatutorybodyestablished
under the Indian Veterinary Council Act
1984. It functions under the supervision
of the ministry of animal husbandry,
dairying and fisheries.

If approved, sources said the hospital
may start functioning in the next three-
four years, though inphases.

Once theAIIVS starts functioning, the
concept could be expanded to other parts
of the country, similar to AIIMS, sources
said. The draft proposal said the Union
minister for animal husbandry, dairying
and fisheries will be the ex-officio pres-
ident of the governing board of AIIVS,
while the secretary in theministrywill be
the secretary of theboard.

InAIIMS, theUnionhealthminister is
ex-officioheadof the governingboard.

The draft proposal also said that the
governingboardwill compriseUnionani-
mal husbandry commissioner, president
of the VCI and five vice-chairmen of vet-
erinary universities and director of the
national institutes.

AIIVS will add to the existing veteri-
nary researcheffortsandteaching targets
of the state veterinary universities and
national-level institutes such as the
Indian Veterinary Research Institute
(IVRI) and National Dairy Research
Institute (NDRI), Karnal.

“The institute is envisaged tomeet the
requirements of preventive, promotive
andcurativeprimaryaswell as secondary
and tertiary animal health issues. It will
produce top-notch veterinary prac-
titionersandteachers for thecountry,” the
draft said.

Inthefirstphase,around200students
will be admitted to the premier institute
on thebasis ofNEETandNTAmerit.

AIIVS will have four major buildings
within its premises.

The first would be the super specialty
hospital, followed by the academic block.
Then, there would be the research block
and finally the administrative and sup-
portive facility.

The research block will house various
centres for advanced studies like artificial
intelligence andmachine learning in vet-
erinary medicine and stem cell therapy,
amongothers.

Somesourcessaidworkontheconcept
ofAIIVScameintopicturewhenaftersev-
eralattempts,veterinaryscienceandedu-
cationcouldn’tbeseparatedfromagricul-
ture research despite creation of a
separate ministry of animal husbandry
anddairying.

IndianAirForce endorses the
indigenousbasic trainer aircraft
AJAI SHUKLA
NewDelhi,8September

Indicating satisfactory progress on one
of the Indian aviation industry’s flagship
projects, the air marshal in charge of
IndianAir Force (IAF) procurement per-
sonally flew, and endorsed, the new
basic trainer aircraft (BTA) that
Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd (HAL) has
designed for training rookie pilots of the
three services.

Called the Hindustan Turbo Trainer
Aircraft - 40 (HTT-40), the trainer was
flown on Friday in Bengaluru by the
deputy chief of air staff (DCAS), Air
Marshal Ashutosh Dixit.

TheHTT-40,which has been indige-
nously designed and developed by the
Aircraft Research & Design Centre of
HAL, is based on the training require-
ments of the IAF.

The IAF had initially insisted on
training its greenhorn pilots, and those
of the other services, on a trainer
imported fromSwitzerland -- the Pilatus
PC-7Mark II. ButHAL insisted ondevel-
oping the HTT-40 as an “Aatmanirbhar
Bharat” (self-reliant India) product. The
Ministry of Defence (MoD) backed the
project, which is now coming to fruit-
ion.

The HTT-40 is being priced by HAL
at about ~50 crore per aircraft, which is
about the same as the cost of the Swiss

trainer. However, the high degree of
indigenisation in the Indian trainerwill
allow it to bemodified into variants such
as a light attack aircraft, without end-
user clauses from original equipment
manufacturers (OEMs) overseas.

Control of the intellectual property
rights of theHTT-40’s sub-systems and
systemswill alsomake it easier to export
it to regional countries for use by their
trainee pilots.

“The HTT-40 is a fully aerobatic air-
craft, powered by a four bladed turbo-
prop engine. It is fitted with a state-of-
the-art glass cockpit, modern avionics
and latest safety features, including a
zero-zero ejection seat. The trainer has
amaximumspeed of 450 kilometres per
hour and a maximum service ceiling of
six kilometres,” said theMoD in amedia
statement on Friday.

The HTT-40 first flew on May 31,
2016, and obtained system-level certifi-
cation on June 6 last year.

Clearance by India’s regulator for
military aviation products, the Centre
for Military Airworthiness and
Certification, is currently underway for
the full aircraft.

The IAF has signed a ~6,828 crore
contract with HAL for the supply of 70
HTT-40 aircraft, along with spares and
training infrastructure. Induction into
service is to commence on September
15, 2025, and be completed byMarch 15,

2030. The HTT-40 will enhance the
quality of training of ab initio pilots of
the Indian armed forces.

“The procurement will also include
a full mission simulator for the (HTT-
40), which will supplement the aerial
training, allowing pilots to practice dif-
ferent profiles on ground, prior to the
sorties,” stated theMoD on Friday.
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ShahRukhKhan’shigh
octaneactionthrillerJawan
earned~129.6crore
worldwideand~75crorein
Indiaondayone,makingit
thebiggestopeningdayinthe
historyofHindicinemaboth
globallyandinthecountry,
themakerssaidonFriday.

Thepan-Indiafilm,
directedbyTamilfilmmaker
Atleeandalsostarring
NayantharaandVijay
SethupathiaswellasDeepika
Padukoneinaspecial
appearance,released
worldwideonThursdayin
Hindi,TamilandTelugu.

“AsJawansays, ‘Yehtoh

basshuruaathai’.Thankyou
fortheMassy-ivelove,”the
productionhouseRed
ChillesEntertainment
captionedtheworldwide
grossfiguresonX.

Jawan isafather-son

storythataddressessocial
andpolitical issuesthrough
itshero,essayedbythe
Bollywoodstar.Thefilm
releasedonThursday.

Thefilmalsofeatures
NayantharaandVijay

SethupathiaswellasDeepika
Padukoneinaspecial
appearance.

TradeexpertTaran
Adarsh,whohadpredicted
thatShahRukhwillsurpass
hisownrecordforthehighest
openinginaHindifilmwith
hisnewrelease,sharedthe
breakdown.

“Jawan issensational...
Createshistory.Jawanhits
theballoutofthestadium...
Shattersallprevious
records...Biggestopener
(Hindifilms). InIndia,day1
biz65.50crore,” hewrote,
comparingthenetfigureof
thefilmwiththe~55crore
madebyPathaanand~53.95
croremadebytheHindi
versionofKGF2.

KEEPING A STOCK
535.82mn Total livestock
populationinIndia*

8.15%Growthinlivestock
sector (CAGR)**

15%Shareof livestockinaverage
monthly incomeofagriculture
household***

27.65%Contributionof
livestockinagricultureGDP**

~67.83bn Valueof Indian
animalhealthmarket#

~114.12bnExpectedvalueof
Indiananimalhealthmarketby
2027;CAGRof 9.52%

*According to 20th livestock census of 2019
**In last five years ending 2019-20
***According to Economic Survey of 2021-22
#As in 2021
Source: Official document

SRKfevergrips countryasJawan
gets thebiggestBollywoodopening
Earnsrecord~129crworldwideand~75cr inIndiaonDay1,surpassesPathaan
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ndNOTICE is hereby given that the 42 Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Company will
thbe held on Saturday, the 30 September, 2023 at 12;30 P.M through Video Conference

(“VC") / Other Audio-Visual Means ("OAVM") to transact the business, as set out in the
Notice of theAGM.
Pursuant to the Ministry of Corporate Affairs (the “MCA”) vide its General Circular No.
14/2020 dated April 8, 2020, General Circular No. 17/2020 dated April 13, 2020, General
Circular No. 20/2020 dated May 5, 2020, General Circular No. 22/2022 dated
June 15, 2020, General Circular No. 33/2020 dated September 28, 2020, General
Circular No. 39/2020 dated December 31, 2020, General Circular No. 02/2021 dated

rdJanuary 13, 2021, General Circular No. 10/2021 dated June 23 , 2021, General Circular
No. 10/2021 dated December 14, 2022, General Circular No. 02/2022 dated May 05,
2022 and General Circular No. 11/2022 dated December 28, 2022 (hereinafter,
collectively referred as the “MCA Circulars”) read with SEBI Circular No.
SEBI/HO/CFD/CMD1/CIR/P/2020/79 dated May 12, 2020, Circular No.
SEBI/HO/CFD/CMD2/CIR/P/2021/11 dated January 15, 2021, Circular No.
SEBI/HO/CFD/CMD2/CIR/P/2022/62 dated May 13, 2022 and Circular No.
SEBI/HO/CFD/PoD-2/P/CIR/2023/4 dated January 05, 2023 has allowed companies to
conduct their Annual General Meetings (AGM) through Video Conferencing (“VC”) or
OtherAudio Visual Means (“OAVM”), thereby, dispensing with the requirement of physical
presence of themembers at the common venue.

ndIn compliance with aforementioned Circulars, the 42 AGM of the Company will be held
thon Saturday, the 30 September, 2023 at 12:30 P.M through Video Conference ("VC') /

Other Audio-Visual Means ("OAVM”). Further, electronic copies of Annual Report for FY
th2022-23 and Notice of AGM have been sent on Friday, 08 September, 2023 to all the

Members, whose email ids are registeredwith theCompany /Depository Participant.
ndTheAnnual Report for FY2022-23 andNotice of the 42 AGMof theCompany is available

and can be downloaded from the Company's website www.spml.co.in, and on Stock
Exchange's website, National Stock Exchange of India and BSE Limited at
www.nseindia.comandwww.bseindia.com respectively.
Members holding shares either in physical form or in dematerialized form, as on the cut-off

thdate i.e. Monday, the 25 day of September, 2023may cast their vote electronically on the
businesses as set out in the Notice of AGM through electronic voting system of National
Securities Depository Limited (remote e-voting). All the Members are hereby informed
that:
i. The business, as set out in the Notice of AGM, may be transacted through remote

e-voting or e-voting systemat theAGM:
ii. The Register of Members and Share Transfer Books of the Company will remain

rd thclosed from Saturday, 23 September, 2023 to Saturday, 30 September, 2023 (both
days inclusive) for the purpose ofAGM;

thiii. The remote e-voting shall commence on Wednesday, 27 September, 2023 (9:00
thA.M. IST) and end onFriday, 29 September, 2023 (5:00P.M. IST);

iv. The cut-off date for determining the eligibility to vote by remote e-voting or e-voting
thsystemat theAGMshall beMonday, the 25 day of September,2023

v. Any person who acquires shares of the Company and become a Member of the
Company after dispatch of the Notice ofAGM and holding shares as of cut-off date i.e.

thMonday, the 25 day of September 2023 may obtain the login ID and password by
sending a request at evoting@nsdl.co.in or info@spml.co.in However, if a person is
already registered with NSDL for e-voting then the existing user ID and password can
be used for casting the vote;

vi. Membersmay note that:
a. the remote e-voting module shall be disabled by NSDL after 5:00 P.M. IST on

th29 September, 2023 and once the vote on a resolution is cast by the Member, the
Member shall not be allowed to change it subsequently;

b. the facility for voting electronically will bemadeavailable during theAGM;
c. the Members who have cast their vote by remote e-voting prior to theAGM may also

attend theAGMbut shall not be entitled to cast their vote again and
d. a person whose name is recorded in the Register of Members or in the Register of

Beneficial Owners maintained by the depositories as on the cut-off date only shall be
entitled to avail the facility of remote e-voting or e-voting at theAGM:

vii.The detailed procedure and instruction for remote e-voting and e-voting during the
AGMare given in theNotice of theAnnualGeneralMeeting;

viii.In case of queries relating to remote e-voting / e-voting, Members may refer to
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) and e-voting user manual for Shareholders
available at the downloads section of NSDLor contact at toll free no. 1800-1020-990 or
send a request to www.evoting.nsdl.com. In case of any grievances / queries relating
to conduct of AGM through VC / OAVM e-voting, please contact Ms. Pallavi Mhatre,
Manager, NSDL, 4th Floor, 'A' Wing, Trade World, Kamala Mills Compound, Senapati
Bapat Marg, Lower Parel, Mumbal-400013, email: evoting@nsdl.co.in Tel: 1800 1020
990/1800-224-430. For SPML Infra Limited

sd/-
Swati Agarwal

(Company Secretary)
Date: 08.09.2023
Place: Kolkata

CIN: L40106DL1981PLC012228
Registered Office: F 27/2, Okhla Industrial Area, Phase II, New Delhi – 110020
Tel.: 011-26387091; E-mail: cs@spml.co.in; Website: www.spml.co.in
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